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Office tea, in summary: Office tea is its own category: sturdy bag-in-mug strong black,

small herbal range, decaf available, one nice loose-leaf option for special moments.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

Office tea is its own category, designed for shared kitchens, hot desking, no kettle setups, and the

British workplace ritual of "putting the kettle on" as social glue. The teas that work best at work

aren't always the same as home favourites.

The office tea environment

Common workplace tea making realities:

Shared kettle (sometimes filthy)

Communal milk that may have been opened too long

Mug rotation between drinkers

Time pressure (less brewing patience)

Hot desking without dedicated kitchen access

Hard water (most UK regions)

Limited personal storage space

These conditions favour different teas than weekend home drinking.

Best office teas

1. Yorkshire Tea Original

The British office gold standard. Strong enough to taste over slightly stale milk; brews fast; consistent; not

picky about water quality.

2. PG Tips Original

Comparable to Yorkshire. Strong, mass market reliable.

3. Twinings Earl Grey

/wiki/yorkshire/
/wiki/twinings/
/wiki/earl-grey/


Variety from black tea routine. Distinctive enough to feel like a "treat" cup.

4. Pukka Three Mint

Caffeine free afternoon option. Refreshing; doesn't disrupt sleep.

5. Decaf English Breakfast

For 4pm onwards drinking; doesn't disrupt evening sleep. Yorkshire Decaf or PG Tips Decaf.

6. Lemon & Ginger

For sniffles and sore throats. Twinings, Pukka, or Clipper.

7. Rooibos

Caffeine free, naturally sweet, easy to brew, no specific dietary issues.

What doesn't work well at office

Premium loose leaf

Requires teapot, fine strainer, careful brewing. Not practical for shared kitchens.

Premium green tea (sencha, gyokuro)

Needs water below boiling. Most office kettles only boil. Tea wastes.

Pu erh, oolong, white tea

Specialty teas that need careful preparation. Not office friendly.

Matcha

Requires whisking equipment. Not practical without dedicated office matcha setup.

Delicate flavoured teas

Subtle flavours get masked by less careful brewing.

Office tea making strategies

Strategy 1: Personal stash

Keep a small tin of your favourite tea bags at your desk. Yorkshire, Earl Grey, mint, or whatever you actually

want. Don't rely on the office kitchen offering.

Strategy 2: Personal mug

Bring your own. Avoids communal mug rotation. Decent insulated travel mug holds heat 1-2 hours.

Strategy 3: Cold brew bottle

Pre brew the night before. Refrigerate. Bring to work in a screw top bottle. Drink throughout the day. Real

tea, no kettle needed.
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Strategy 4: Personal milk

If office milk is unreliable, bring your own small container or use the work fridge. Or switch to milk free teas.

Strategy 5: Team kettle culture

Establish "I'll make a round" expectation. Builds team ritual. The British "tea round" is genuine social glue.

(Best practiced when you can return the favour later.)

The hot desking / no kitchen problem

If your workplace doesn't have a kettle:

Cold brew bottle (best)

Office hot water tap if available

Coffee shop hot water (most cafés will provide)

USB kettle (£15-30, personal)

Microwave hot water

Instant tea sachets (Drink Me Chai, Lift)

Detailed no kettle guide.

Caffeine management at work

Office tea drinkers often consume 4-6 cups daily. Watch the cumulative caffeine:

Morning: 2 cups Yorkshire Tea = ~100mg

Lunch: 1 cup = ~50mg

Afternoon: 2 cups = ~100mg

Total: 250mg = approaching daily limits

Switch some afternoon cups to decaf or herbal to reduce total load.

The afternoon caffeine cliff

Drinking strong tea after 4pm can affect evening sleep. Practical solutions:

Switch to decaf after 2pm

Switch to herbal (mint, rooibos, chamomile)

Cold brewed green tea (lower caffeine extraction)

The "office tea round" social rules

If you make tea, ask the immediate team if they want one

Remember preferences (milk, sugar)

Reciprocate, don't always be the one being made tea for
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"I'll put the kettle on" is real social glue; honour it

Best teas for the office round

For a team mix:

Yorkshire Tea or PG Tips (covers most British drinkers)

Earl Grey (variety)

Mint or chamomile (caffeine free)

Decaf English Breakfast

Rooibos (covers caffeine free black tea style preference)

Caffeine summary

Office tea choice Caffeine per cup

Yorkshire Tea / PG Tips 40-50mg

Earl Grey 40-50mg

Decaf EB 2-5mg

Mint, rooibos, chamomile 0mg

Cold brewed green tea 20-30mg

FAQ

Best office tea? Yorkshire Tea, PG Tips for daily drivers; Earl Grey for variety; mint or rooibos for caffeine

free.

Should I bring my own? Yes, keep a small personal stash for reliable cup quality.

Office without kettle? Cold brew bottle prepared night before; or USB kettle; or coffee shop hot water.

Avoiding the afternoon caffeine cliff? Switch to decaf or herbal after 2-3pm.

Hot desk tea? Travel mug + tea bags + cold brew bottle. Easy.

Curator's note: office tea is its own category, optimised for convenience and reliability rather than premium

experience. Yorkshire Tea bags + your own mug + a personal milk source = solid office tea routine. Lee,

Teas.co.uk, Tunbridge Wells.

More tea reading

Continue with office tea round rules, the British daily tea ritual and herbal tea.

Reference noted

EFSA Scientific Opinion on the Safety of Caffeine (2015)

If this piece pointed you somewhere, these are the obvious places to land: English Breakfast, Earl Grey,

green tea, loose leaf tea, Darjeeling, oolong, and herbal tea. Find more in the tea shop; UK delivery is free
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over £35.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · Per-cup price is the only price that matters. Loose leaf usually wins; supermarket bags

sometimes do too.
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