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Regional British and Irish teas, in short: Glengettie is the Welsh blend, Scottish Blend is
made for soft Scottish water, Thompson's comes from Belfast, Barry's from Cork, and
Yorkshire Tea makes a separate blend for hard water. All are black tea blends you drink
with milk.

The teas most closely tied to one place in these islands are Glengettie in Wales, Scottish Blend in Scotland,
Thompson's in Belfast, Barry's in Cork and Yorkshire Tea in Yorkshire. Each is an everyday black tea blend,
and teas.co.uk has all five in stock, so you can buy the tea of a region without living there.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in November 2026.

Why a tea belongs to aregion

Two things make a blend regional: who drinks it, and the water it is brewed in. Tap water changes the taste
of tea. Yorkshire Tea's buyers say soft water brings out lightness and briskness, while hard water makes tea
taste darker and thicker.

That is why some blenders tune a tea for one kind of water, and why a brand that works in Glasgow can
taste different in London. Our page on hard water against soft water goes into the chemistry. For the national

names, see best British tea bags.

Wales and Scotland: blends for soft water

Glengettie Welsh Breakfast Tea is the blend aimed at Welsh tea drinkers, first sold in 1952. The brand has
described it as designed to suit the soft water of the region. There is more in our Glengettie guide and our

page on Welsh tea.

PG Tips Scottish Blend Breakfast Tea is the Scottish equivalent. The maker says it is blended to

complement soft Scottish water and uses East African teas. Scottish Water says most of the country's raw
water comes from lochs, rivers and burns and tends to be soft to slightly hard. Our Scottish Blend page has
the detalil.

Welsh and Scottish blends


/wiki/hard-water-vs-soft-water-tea/
/wiki/best-british-tea-bags-uk/
/product/glengettie-welsh-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-250g/
/wiki/glengettie-deep-dive/
/wiki/welsh-tea/
/product/pg-tips-scottish-blend-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-232g/
/wiki/scottish-blend-tea/

Glengettie from Wales and PG Tips Scottish Blend, both made with soft water in mind.

A favourite in Wales
for generations

H () Foil Sealed Tea Bags

Glengettie Welsh Breakfast Tea, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-00 Original price was: £6.00.£4.80Current price is: £4.80.
View pack and details ?



https://teas.co.uk/product/glengettie-welsh-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/glengettie-welsh-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/glengettie-welsh-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/pg-tips-scottish-blend-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-232g/

PG Tips Scottish Blend Breakfast Tea, 80 Tea Bags 2329

£5.00 Original price was: £5.00.£4.00Current price is: £4.00.
View pack and details ?

See the Scottish teas ?

Autumn Sale prices shown. The sale ends on 24 December.

These are products sold by teas.co.uk. Every order includes a free tea sample, and UK delivery is free over
£35. Check each product page for the latest price, availability and pack information.

Belfast and Cork: the Irish blends

Thompson's Family Teas traces its start to 1896, when Robert S. Thompson began in a tea warehouse near
Belfast docks. The company says four generations of the family have blended and packed tea in the city,
using teas from Assam and Kenya. We stock Thompson's Irish Breakfast, Signature Blend and Everyday
Breakfast. Read more in our Thompson's guide.

Barry's Tea is from Cork, in the Republic of Ireland, so it is Irish, not British. We include it because shoppers
in Britain ask for it by name. The company was founded in 1901 by James J. Barry and says it began buying
tea from East Africa in 1960. Barry's Tea Gold Blend is the one we carry, and our Barry's Gold Blend page

explains how it differs from a British breakfast tea.

Irish blends from Belfast and Cork

Three Thompson's blends from Belfast and Barry's Gold Blend from Cork.
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https://teas.co.uk/product/pg-tips-scottish-blend-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-232g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/pg-tips-scottish-blend-breakfast-tea-80-tea-bags-232g/
https://teas.co.uk/product-category/scotland-teas/
/product/thompsons-irish-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/
/wiki/thompsons-deep-dive/
/product/barrys-tea-gold-blend-80-250g/
/wiki/barrys-tea-gold-blend-what-makes-irish-tea-different/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-irish-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/

Thompson's Irish Breakfast, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-00 Original price was: £6.00.£4.80Current price is: £4.80.
View pack and details ?
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Thompson's Signature Blend, 80 Tea Bags 250g

£6-00 Original price was: £6.00.£4.80Current price is: £4.80.
View pack and details ?
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https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-irish-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-irish-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-signature-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-signature-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-signature-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-everyday-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/

Thompson's Everyday Breakfast, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-00 Original price was: £6.00.£4.80Current price is: £4.80.
View pack and details ?
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Barry's Tea Gold Blend, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-50 Original price was: £6.50.£5.20Current price is: £5.20.
View pack and details ?

See the Northern Ireland teas ?

Autumn Sale prices shown. The sale ends on 24 December.

These are products sold by teas.co.uk. Every order includes a free tea sample, and UK delivery is free over
£35. Check each product page for the latest price, availability and pack information.

Yorkshire: one tea, two kinds of water


https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-everyday-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/thompsons-everyday-breakfast-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/barrys-tea-gold-blend-80-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/barrys-tea-gold-blend-80-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/barrys-tea-gold-blend-80-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product-category/northern-ireland-teas/

Yorkshire Tea comes from Taylors of Harrogate and is sold across the whole country, but the maker also
sells a second version for a different tap. Yorkshire Tea Hard Water is, in the maker's words, a special blend

for tap water with a high mineral content.

The county itself needs both. Yorkshire Water says hard water is mainly found in the east of its region and
softer water in the west. Our page on Yorkshire Tea Hard Water has more on who the blend is for, and the

whole range is on the Yorkshire teas shelf.

Regional teas at a glance

Region Tea What the maker says Since
Wales  Glengettie Welsh Breakfast Tea Designed for the soft water of the region 1952
Scotland PG Tips Scottish Blend Breakfast Tea Blended for soft Scottish water Not stated
Belfast Thompson's Irish Breakfast Assam and Kenyan teas, blended in Belfast 1896
Cork Barry's Tea Gold Blend Family blends from Cork 1901
Yorkshire Yorkshire Tea Hard Water A special blend for mineral rich tap water  Not stated

Common questions

Can I drink a regional tea outside its region?

Yes. The better question is what your own water is like. A blend made for soft water is at home in a soft
water kitchen anywhere, and a hard water blend suits hard water wherever the box was packed.

Is Irish breakfast tea different from English breakfast?

Irish blends are usually described as stronger and maltier, with Assam doing more of the work. We compare
the two in English breakfast against Irish breakfast.

Is Barry's Tea British?

No. Barry's is based in Cork in the Republic of Ireland. Thompson's is the one from Belfast, in Northern
Ireland.

Yorkshire Tea for hard and soft water

The Hard Water blend, the standard blend, Gold and the decaf.
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/product/yorkshire-tea-hard-water-80-tea-bags-250g/
/wiki/yorkshire-tea-hard-water/
/product-category/yorkshire-teas/
/wiki/english-breakfast-vs-irish-breakfast/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-hard-water-80-tea-bags-250g/

Yorkshire Tea Hard Water, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£8.00 Original price was: £8.00.£6.40Current price is: £6.40.
View pack and details ?
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Yorkshire Tea Original Everyday Blend, 80 Tea Bags 250g

£4.50 Original price was: £4.50.£3.60Current price is: £3.60.
View pack and details ?
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https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-hard-water-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-hard-water-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-original-everyday-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-original-everyday-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-original-everyday-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-gold-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/

Yorkshire Tea Gold Blend, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-25 Original price was: £6.25.£5.00Current price is: £5.00.
View pack and details ?
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Yorkshire Tea Decaf English Breakfast, 80 Tea Bags 2509

£6-75 Original price was: £6.75.£5.40Current price is: £5.40.
View pack and details ?

See all Yorkshire teas ?

Autumn Sale prices shown. The sale ends on 24 December.

These are products sold by teas.co.uk. Every order includes a free tea sample, and UK delivery is free over
£35. Check each product page for the latest price, availability and pack information.

Reference noted

History and blend statements were checked against Thompson's Family Teas: who we are, Barry's Tea: our

story, Barry's Tea: about us, Wikipedia: Glengettie, the maker's product text for Scottish Blend at Morrisons,

Yorkshire Tea: Hard Water, Yorkshire Water: water hardness and Scottish Water: hardness factsheet.

More from the tea wiki

e Best British tea bags UK



https://teas.co.uk/product/yorkshire-tea-gold-blend-80-tea-bags-250g/
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https://groceries.morrisons.com/products/scottish-blend-original-80-tea-bags/113426307
https://www.yorkshiretea.com/core-range/yorkshire-tea-hard-water/
https://www.yorkshirewater.com/education/water-hardness/
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/wiki/best-british-tea-bags-uk/

British Tea Brands Compared

Barry's Tea Gold Blend: What Makes Irish Tea Different

Tea in Britain: The National Cup

"Packed in Britain" does not mean British tea

Decaf British Teas
The whole Tea Wiki, Ato Z

Earn rewards on teas.co.uk

Earn loyalty points on every order. Free to join.

+100 pts

Create your free account

Welcome bonus + earn on every order.

X

100 pts = 1 tree

Plant a tree in Scotland

Pledge points to our reforestation partner.

teas.co.uk - Tunbridge Wells, Kent - hello@teas.co.uk - 3-click cancel at teas.co.uk/cancel/
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