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Clipper Organic Decaf Instant Coffee: reading the long name, in summary:

Decaffeinated, organic and Fairtrade, from Latin American coffee: a soft, round instant, low

in bitterness, that holds up with milk. A trace of caffeine remains, and a rounded spoon with

water off the boil stops it tasting thin.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in September 2026.

Decaf is usually the afterthought of an instant coffee range; here Clipper has given it the same

Fairtrade and organic credentials as its teas. Each word in the long name tells you something different,

and one of them is widely misunderstood.

Unpacking the name

Fairtrade and organic are separate promises. Fairtrade concerns the terms the growers are paid on, organic

concerns how the crop is grown, and a product can hold one without the other; this jar holds both. The

published ingredient line is simply coffee traded in compliance with Fairtrade standards, and the label names

none of the 14 major allergens.

Latin American means a blend of origins from that region rather than a single farm or country. East African

coffees sit at the bright, almost tea-like end of the scale; this sits at the rounder, gentler end, with soft acidity.

Clipper itself is best known as a Dorset tea company, and this jar is the one coffee among the Clipper lines

we stock.

Decaffeinated is not caffeine-free

Decaffeination takes most of the caffeine out of the green bean before it is roasted, but never quite all of it,

so every cup keeps a small residue. That makes it a sensible after-dinner mug for someone keeping caffeine

down, but it is not the jar for anyone who needs to avoid caffeine entirely. If that applies to you, the pack is

the place to start.
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The process also removes some other soluble material from the bean, and more aroma is lost when brewed

coffee is dried into granules. What makes it through is roast, a caramel note and a touch of nuttiness; the

bright, floral notes are the first casualties. Starting from soft Latin American coffee and stopping at a mid

roast is a sensible choice, since there is less to lose.

Getting a fuller cup from the jar

Most thin-tasting decaf is under-dosed or made with water straight off the boil, and a decaffeinated coffee

has less in reserve to absorb either mistake. Use a rounded spoon, heaped if you take milk, and leave the

boiled kettle for a minute, since water at about 90 degrees is kinder to the granules. The body then stands

up to milk and a sugar without fading away.

At a level spoon the 100g jar gives about 55 cups, our own estimate from the weight rather than a brand

figure; heap the spoon and it is nearer 40. Anyone switching from a dark, bitter instant should expect a softer

cup. The bite they are used to is not here, and that is by design rather than a fault in the jar.

The packs we stock

Clipper Fairtrade Organic Decaf Latin American Instant Coffee, 100g (barcode 5021991939426)

What the label says

The published ingredient list for Clipper Fairtrade Organic Decaf Latin American Instant Coffee, 100g names

none of the 14 major allergens. Read the current UK jar of Clipper decaf instant before buying, as its recipe

and allergen advice can change.

Ingredients, as published: Coffee: Traded in compliance with Fairtrade standards, total 100%.

Ingredient and nutrition information for this product, as published on the manufacturer's label. Your jar of

Clipper decaf has the last word.

What to eat with it

Maryland Cookies Double Chocolate, 200g: a chocolate-heavy cookie that the soft, round cup lets

take centre stage after dinner.

McVitie's Hobnobs Milk Chocolate Biscuits, 262g: oats and milk chocolate suit a milky evening decaf

and its caramel roast note.

Border Lemon Drizzle Melts Organic Biscuits, 150g: a sharp lemon biscuit against a soft, low-acid

cup, for an after-dinner contrast.

Elsewhere in the Clipper range

Clipper Fairtrade Everyday Tea, 80 Pack 232g

Clipper Fairtrade Organic Green Tea, 80 Tea Bags 160g

Clipper Fairtrade Restoring Roots Ginger & Turmeric Organic, 20 Tea Bags 36g

Clipper Organic and Fairtrade Decaffeinated Tea, 40 Tea Bags 116g
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Clipper Organic Chamomile, Lemon & Lavender Sleep Time 20, 30g

Clipper Organic Everyday, 160 Tea Bags 464g

The full range is on the Clipper brand page.

FAQ

Is Clipper decaf instant coffee caffeine-free? No. Decaffeination removes most of the caffeine but leaves

a trace, so it is not for anyone who must avoid caffeine completely.

How many cups are in a 100g jar? About 55 with a level spoon, by our reckoning from the weight, or

nearer 40 if you heap it.

Why does my decaf coffee taste thin? Usually too little coffee or water that is too hot. Use a rounded

spoon and water that has stood for a minute after boiling.

What is the difference between Fairtrade and organic? Fairtrade covers the terms growers are paid on;

organic covers how the coffee is grown. This jar is named for both.

Does it contain any allergens? No, according to the published ingredients, which name none of the 14

major allergens. Check the current pack, as formulations can change.

Curator's note: Heap the spoon, add a splash of milk after dinner and do not expect the bite of a dark jar; its

virtue is how quietly it sits at the end of the day. Lee, teas.co.uk, Tunbridge Wells.

In short: Clipper Organic Decaf Instant Coffee: reading the long name

Field Detail

Brand Clipper

Packs we stock 100g

Category Instant Coffee

Allergens (as

published)

Its published ingredients show the Clipper decaf instant without any of the 14 major

allergens.

Caffeine decaffeinated

Caffeine Decaffeinated, a trace remains

Best time After dinner and late evening

Method Instant: rounded spoon, water just off the boil
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Best Instant Coffee UK

Decaf Tea

Earn rewards on teas.co.uk

Earn loyalty points on every order. Free to join.

+100 pts

Create your free account
Welcome bonus + earn on every order.

100 pts = 1 tree

Plant a tree in Scotland
Pledge points to our reforestation partner.
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