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From the teas.co.uk wiki

How to build a tea collection, in summary: A collection is for drinking, not hoarding: build
breadth before depth, keep it small and fresh, and plan storage as you go. A sound core is
an everyday black, a green, an oolong and a caffeine-free.

Once people enjoy loose tea they tend to start accumulating it, and the key point is that a tea collection is for
drinking, not hoarding: tea is mostly a fresh product that deteriorates, so a good collection is small, varied,
used and refreshed, not a large, admired, slowly staling stockpile. The goal is range and turnover, not
volume.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in April 2026.

Breadth before depth

Early on, the best way to build a collection is breadth: a few teas spanning the main types (a sturdy black, a
green, an oolong, perhaps a white or a tisane) so you learn the lie of the land and discover what you like.
Going deep into one rare category before you know your own taste wastes money and palate. Once breadth
has shown you what you keep returning to, deepen there. Breadth first, depth second is the efficient order,
and it prevents the classic beginner mistake of a shelf full of one-off curiosities you do not really drink.

Drink it, do not hoard it

Most tea, green and lightly oxidised especially, is best fresh and declines over months; only specific teas
(sheng pu erh, certain dark and aged whites) really improve with age, and those are a deliberate, separate
practice, not a collection in the everyday sense. So buying faster than you drink simply manufactures stale
tea. The rule: hold roughly what you will drink in a reasonable window, and treat a half-shelf of fresh, used
teas as a better collection than a full shelf of ageing ones. Quantity is not richness here; turnover is.

The storage reality

A collection only stays good if stored against the four enemies, air, light, moisture and odour, so it lives in
airtight, opaque, odour-free containers in a cool, dark, dry place, and strongly aromatic teas are kept apart
so they do not cross-taint. This is a real limit on sensible collection size: you can only properly store and turn
over so much, and every tea you add is another caddy and a little more discipline. A collection beyond what



you can store well and drink fresh is not a richer collection, it is a staler one. Plan the storage as deliberately
as the buying.

What to include

A useful everyday collection might be: one or two reliable everyday teas (a good black or breakfast blend, a
forgiving green) for daily drinking; two or three interest teas you are currently exploring (an oolong, a single
origin black, a fine green); and perhaps one caffeine free tisane for the evening. That is enough for variety
and learning without waste. Expand only when a real, repeated preference pulls you, not when novelty or a
sale does. Rare and prestige teas are occasional additions enjoyed promptly, not the backbone. Adjust to
your taste, but keep it small, varied and moving.

Building a collection, at a glance

Principle Rule
Breadth before depth A few different types first; specialise later

Drink, do not hoard Tea fades; a collection is for using, not displaying

Storage reality More teas means more airtight, dark, dry caddies, plan for it
What to include An everyday black, a green, an oolong, a caffeine-free, then expand
Bottom line Small, fresh and used beats large, stale and admired

Reference noted

¢ Britannica: Tea (beverage)

FROM THE CURATOR

teas - Buy the cheapest plain example of a type before anything rare. Spend more only after

that type has earned a place in your cupboard.
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