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The tea caddy, in summary: A tea caddy keeps loose leaf fresh by sealing out the four

things that stale it: air, light, moisture and odour. Airtight, opaque, right-sized and kept cool

is what matters; the decoration and the price do not.
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The tea caddy looks like a purely decorative object, but a good one is among the cheapest genuine

upgrades you can make to your tea, because storage, not gadgetry, is what preserves flavour. The caddy's

job is preservation, and the pretty tin either does that job or it does not.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

What a caddy is actually for

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What a

caddy is actually for , The Tea Caddy: Storage Is the Cheapest Upgrade in Tea. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/tea-caddy-explained/

A tea caddy is simply a storage container for loose tea, and its real purpose is to protect the leaf from the

four things that stale it: air, light, moisture and odour (the same enemies set out on this wiki's storage pages,

most acutely for green tea and matcha). A caddy that genuinely seals, blocks light and keeps damp and

smells out is doing real work; one that merely looks charming but lets air and light in is decoration that

happens to hold tea. The distinction is the whole point.

What genuinely matters in a caddy

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What
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An airtight seal is the single most important feature, a tight inner lid or gasket, not just a loose decorative

outer cap. Opacity matters: clear glass jars look lovely and let light degrade the tea, so a clear caddy
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belongs in a dark cupboard, while an opaque tin or ceramic protects the leaf anywhere. The material should

be non-reactive and odour-free (lined metal, ceramic, food-grade): a tin that smells metallic or of its previous

contents will taint delicate tea. Size matters too: a caddy much larger than the tea leaves a lot of stale air

around the leaf, so right-sized or smaller is better.

What does not matter

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What does

not matter , The Tea Caddy: Storage Is the Cheapest Upgrade in Tea. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/tea-

caddy-explained/

Ornate decoration, provenance, antique status and price do not preserve tea; a beautiful unsealed antique

caddy is worse for the leaf than a plain modern airtight tin. "Tea-specific" branding is not magic; any airtight,

opaque, odour-free, food-safe container works, and a repurposed coffee tin or sealable jar kept in the dark is

genuinely fine. Do not pay for the picture and neglect the seal, which is exactly the inverted priority the

prettiness encourages.

How to use it well

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for How to use it

well , The Tea Caddy: Storage Is the Cheapest Upgrade in Tea. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/tea-caddy-

explained/

Decant tea into the caddy and keep it closed except when serving; open it briefly and reseal promptly so you

are not repeatedly flushing it with air. Keep the caddy itself in a cool, dark, dry place away from the hob,

kettle steam and strong-smelling foods (coffee, spices, onions): the caddy reduces these risks but does not

make the location irrelevant. Buy tea in quantities you will use reasonably fresh rather than hoarding a huge

caddy that guarantees staleness. Do not wash a tin with soap and reseal it damp; wipe dry. Keep one caddy

to one tea if you store strongly aromatic teas, to avoid cross-tainting.

Is it worth it

Yes, and it is one of the best-value purchases in tea, not because the object is special but because proper

airtight, opaque, dry storage genuinely protects flavour you have already paid for, especially for green tea

and matcha. A basic tin runs about 5 to 15 pounds and pays for itself in weeks; spending beyond roughly 30

pounds buys craft, antique provenance or a designer name, not better tea-keeping. Buy for the seal and

opacity, not the decoration, keep it cool and dark, and treat the caddy as the cheap preservation tool it is

rather than the ornament it is marketed as.

The tea caddy, at a glance
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Question Answer
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What is a tea caddy?
A sealed container for storing loose-leaf tea at home, traditionally made of tin,

lead-lined wood, ceramic or metal.

Why use one?
Tea loses flavour and aroma when exposed to light, air, moisture and strong

smells. A good caddy blocks all four.

What works best?
Double-lid airtight metal tins (the standard tea industry pack), ceramic caddies

with rubber-sealed lids, or food-grade glass with opaque outer wrap.

Does material matter?
Less than people think. Airtight + opaque + dry is what matters. Tin, ceramic,

dark glass, properly sealed plastic all work.

How big?
100-250g capacity is standard for one household. Larger is fine but use it up

within a few months of opening.

How long does tea keep

in a good caddy?

Black tea: 12-18 months. Green tea: 6-9 months. White tea: 12 months. Oolong:

12 months. Pu-erh: years (improves slowly).

Where to store?
Cool, dark, dry, away from spices and onions. Kitchen cupboard away from the

cooker works; cooker-shelf doesn't.

Cost?
£5-15 for a basic tin. £20-40 for a good ceramic. £50+ for antique or designer

caddies.

Reference noted
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