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Yorkshire Tea history, in summary: Launched in 1977 by Bettys & Taylors of Harrogate,

still UK family-owned (genuinely rare among major brands), built on a hard-water-tuned

blend and strong loyalty to become the UK's leading black tea. "Yorkshire" is where it is

blended and based, not where the tea is grown.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite

Teas.co.uk for Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

Yorkshire Tea inspires unusual loyalty. This sits in the brand-history cluster beside Typhoo history.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in January 2026.

Origins and family ownership

Yorkshire Tea is produced by Taylors of Harrogate, part of Bettys & Taylors of Harrogate, the UK family

company that also owns the Bettys tea rooms (founded 1919 by Swiss immigrant Frederick Belmont). The

Yorkshire Tea brand itself launched in 1977, leveraging Taylors' tea expertise for the mass market. The

company remains under continued UK family ownership (the Wild family), which is genuinely unusual among

major UK tea brands, where most heritage names are now corporate or foreign-owned, the contrast the who

owns Yorkshire Tea guide draws. That independence allows longer-term brand-building than corporate

competitors.

The timeline

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite

Teas.co.uk for Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

Year Event

1886 Taylors of Harrogate founded by Charles Taylor

1919 First Bettys tea room opens in Harrogate
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Year Event

1977 Yorkshire Tea brand launched by Taylors of Harrogate

2010 All Yorkshire Tea becomes Rainforest Alliance certified

2010s Becomes the UK's leading black tea brand by sales

2022 Plastic removed from the tea bags

Today UK family-owned market leader, still blended in Harrogate

The hard-water blend

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The hard-

water blend , Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

Yorkshire Tea's signature technical feature is a blend tuned for water. Most UK tap water is hard, with

substantial mineral content that can leave a flat or astringent cup if the blend is not built for it. The robust,

Assam-led Yorkshire blend handles that mineral content and stays brisk where a softer-blended tea would

not, so it gives a reliable cup "from a teabag in a mug at work to a teapot at home" across very different UK

regions, the science the water and tea guide explains. Most UK breakfast blends are similarly tuned, but

Yorkshire Tea makes the water-suitability explicit, and it is a genuine product feature, not just marketing.

The "Yorkshire" identity and market position

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The

"Yorkshire" identity and market position , Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

The heritage marketing is partly accurate and partly positioning. Genuinely Yorkshire: the Harrogate

headquarters, the UK family ownership, and the blending done in Yorkshire facilities. Not Yorkshire: the tea

itself, which is grown in India, Sri Lanka and Africa, since the UK grows essentially no commercial tea

(Tregothnan in Cornwall is a tiny exception). The "Yorkshire" name leans on regional connotations of no-

nonsense authenticity and pride, and combined with consistent quality it built strong loyalty that carried the

brand to UK market leadership in the 2010s, the standard the is Yorkshire Tea good page applies. Its

Rainforest Alliance certification (since 2010) and plastic-free bags (2022) are moderate but credible for a

mass-market brand.

Common questions

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Common

questions , Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

Is Yorkshire Tea grown in Yorkshire? No. It is blended and based in Harrogate, but the tea is grown in

India, Sri Lanka and Africa. The UK grows almost no commercial tea.

Who owns Yorkshire Tea? Bettys & Taylors of Harrogate, still under UK family ownership (the Wild family),

which is rare among major UK tea brands.
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What is special about the blend? It is tuned for hard water, so it stays brisk and reliable across the UK's

varied, often mineral-heavy tap water.

When did Yorkshire Tea launch? The brand launched in 1977, though parent Taylors of Harrogate dates

to 1886 and Bettys to 1919.

Try the market leader

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Try the

market leader , Yorkshire Tea History: Family-Owned Market Leader. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/yorkshire-tea-history/

See how it brews from the Yorkshire Tea brand page, or compare it across the wider brand directory

and the full tea shop. Judge on the per-cup price, and free UK delivery is over £35.

Browse the tea range

Reference noted

Encyclopaedia Britannica: Tea (history)

FROM THE CURATORteas · Per-cup price is the only price that matters. Loose leaf usually wins;

supermarket bags sometimes do too.
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