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FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded

From the Teas.co.uk wiki

FTGFOP, in summary: It looks like a secret code but it is just a grade name, Finest Tippy
Golden Flowery Orange Pekoe. It describes how tippy and finely plucked the leaf is, not how
good the tea tastes.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
Teas.co.uk for FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-
explained/

FTGFOP looks like a secret code; it is just a grade name, here decoded. This sits in the grading cluster
beside orange pekoe.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in April 2026.

What it stands for

FTGFOP is "Finest Tippy Golden Flowery Orange Pekoe", a high rung in the orthodox black-tea leaf-grade
ladder, mostly an Indian and Sri Lankan convention. The ladder runs OP, FOP, GFOP, TGFOP, FTGFOP,
sometimes with a "1" suffix, each step signalling more tips and finer plucking. The tea-trade joke that it
stands for "Far Too Good For Ordinary People" is a knowing warning about hype: it is a high grade about
tips and plucking, not a quality guarantee. See tea leaf grades for the full system.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
Teas.co.uk for FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-
explained/

Letters Stand for The read
OoP Orange Pekoe A whole-leaf grade, nothing to do with oranges
FOP Flowery OP Includes some tip (young bud)
GFOP / TGFOP Golden / Tippy Golden FOP More golden tip; finer plucking
FTGFOP Finest TGFOP Top of the ladder; care, not a quality guarantee
+/1 Producer add-ons Not a global law; varies by garden

What the letters describe
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Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What the
letters describe , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-
explained/

The base is OP, Orange Pekoe, which despite the name has nothing to do with oranges; it is a whole-leaf
grade for a particular leaf size and style. Each prefix then adds a claim about tip and plucking: F for Flowery
(some bud included), G for Golden (the prized golden tip), T for Tippy (lots of it), and the leading F for Finest.
So FTGFOP unpacks as "Finest Tippy Golden Flowery Orange Pekoe", which sounds ceremonial but only
describes how much young golden bud is in the leaf and how carefully it was picked. That correlates loosely
with care, because tippy teas demand finer plucking, but it is a description of the leaf, not a verdict on the
liquor. See first vs second flush for where tippy teas come from.

Why it's not a quality guarantee

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why it's not a
quality guarantee , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-
explained/

Two caveats matter most, and marketing relies on you not knowing them. First, the ladder is not a global
law: there is no international body enforcing it, producers add their own pluses and ones, and the same
acronym genuinely means different things in different gardens and countries, so it cannot be compared
across origins like a graded exam mark. Second, it describes the leaf, not the liquor, and the only instrument
that settles quality is your own mouth. A garden can produce a tippy-looking leaf that still brews a dull cup if
the growing, season or processing were poor, so an unglamorous broken grade from a great garden will
happily out-drink an imposing acronym from a mediocre one. See how to judge tea quality.

The buyer's shortcut

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The buyer's
shortcut , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-explained/

The long acronyms are often priced as if they were quality tiers when they are really style descriptions, so
treating them correctly stops you overpaying. Use three moves. Read the grade to predict the cup: more tip
and finer plucking, higher up the OP ladder, tends to mean a more delicate, aromatic, lower-astringency tea,
while broken and small grades brew faster and stronger. Ignore the prestige of the letters when judging
worth, because the ladder is unenforced and producer-specific. Then judge the actual cup, for freshness,
cleanliness and whether it tastes of what its origin should. The most expensive habit is paying a premium
purely for a longer acronym: a recently packed broken-grade tea from a good supplier will, side by side,
routinely embarrass an old, prestigious-looking FTGFOP tin.

Why the long names exist

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why the long
names exist , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-
explained/
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The history explains why the ladder is descriptive rather than evaluative. The orthodox grading vocabulary
grew up in the colonial-era India and Ceylon trade as a way for buyers at auction to communicate, fast and
at a distance, exactly what physical leaf they were bidding on: how large, how broken, how much golden
bud, plucked how finely. It was a logistics language, not a quality certificate, and it never had a single global
standard because each country and even each estate adapted it. That is why the same letters mean slightly
different things in Darjeeling, Assam and Sri Lanka, and why a producer's extra "1" is a house flourish rather
than a recognised higher rank. Knowing the words came from the auction floor, not a tasting panel, is the
quickest cure for treating them as a verdict.

Want to buy a good one?

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Want
to buy a good one? , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-explained/

Buy by the cup you want rather than the acronym. Browse the black tea range or the full tea shop, buy

on the cup and the per-cup price rather than the marketing, and remember free UK delivery is over
£35.

Reference noted

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Reference
noted , FTGFOP: The Tea Grade Acronym Decoded. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/ftgfop-explained/

e EFSA Scientific Opinion on the Safety of Caffeine (2015)

On the shopping side, see the English tea range and loose leaf range.

FROM THE CURATORteas - Pick what you'll actually drink every day. A tea you reach for is

worth more than a tea you admire.
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e Tea leaf grades

e Orange pekoe
e Fannings and dust
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e How to judge tea quality

e First vs second flush

e Black tea
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