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Anxi tea region, in summary: Anxi, in Fujian, is the classic home of Tieguanyin oolong,
made in both modern green and traditional roasted styles. Terroir really matters, but the
famous name is widely borrowed, so read it as a hint and judge the cup.

Anxi is the spiritual home of one of the world's most famous oolongs. This sits in the terroir cluster beside
Wuyi rock tea.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

Where it is, and its tea

Anxi county, in Fujian, China, is the classic origin of Tieguanyin ("Iron Goddess") oolong, a region essentially
defined by one legendary tea. Its climate, soil and long tradition did shape the Tieguanyin style, which is why
the region carries a real reputation rather than an arbitrary one. At its best, an Anxi Tieguanyin is orchid-
floral and smooth in the green style, or deep, toasty and fruity in the roasted one. One caveat: "Tieguanyin”
is now made far beyond Anxi and at very mixed grades, so the place name is a strong hint about character
and potential rather than a certificate that any particular tea wearing it is good. See the Tieguanyin cultivar
for the plant and tea behind the name.

Anxi
Where Anxi county, Fujian, China
Famous for Tieguanyin ("Iron Goddess") oolong
Styles Modern green (jade) and traditional roasted
At its best Orchid floral and smooth (green) or deep, toasty, fruity (roasted)

Caveat "Tieguanyin" is widely made beyond Anxi; the name is a hint, not a guarantee

Green versus roasted Tieguanyin

The biggest practical fork within Anxi's signature tea is processing, not place. Modern jade-green Tieguanyin
is lightly oxidised and orchid-floral, while traditional roasted Tieguanyin is deeper, toasty and fruity, the
oxidation and roast logic the processing guide develops and the wider oolong guide places in context. Two
teas from the same celebrated place can differ enormously, because the place sets the potential and the
maker decides whether it is reached, with roasting craft mattering as much as climate. Knowing which style
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you are buying predicts the cup far better than the region name alone.

Reading the name

Great regions earn their names through a real combination of terroir, cultivar, tradition and skill, but the
name is widely borrowed and imitated, so a famous origin on a label is a strong hint about character and
potential, never a guarantee that a particular tea wearing it is good. Anxi Tieguanyin is the textbook case:
real, well made examples are superb, while much sold under the name is not from Anxi or is lower grade.
The practical payoff is simple. Treat "Anxi" or "Tieguanyin" as a useful prediction of character, then verify it
against grade, provenance and the actual cup rather than paying a premium on faith. Used that way, region
literacy makes your preferences predictable and your spending sharper. See what is tea terroir for the

principle.

Common questions

Is Anxi the only place Tieguanyin is made? No. It is the classic origin, but the name is widely used for tea
grown well beyond Anxi and at mixed grades.

Does the region guarantee a great cup? No. Terroir plus cultivar plus skill earns the reputation; the label
alone does not. Judge the cup and credible sourcing.

Green or roasted Tieguanyin? Different processing on the same signature tea: floral and smooth versus
deep and toasty. Preference, not a quality ranking.

Is "high mountain” just marketing? It is both a real, non-mystical quality hint and a romantic phrase.
Cooler, slower growth really helps; the label still is not proof.

On the practical shopping side: English Breakfast, Earl Grey, green tea, loose leaf tea, Darjeeling, oolong,

and herbal tea. For more, the full tea shop ships free across the UK over £35.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas - Start low on price and stay there until a tea stops you. Most rich teas reward patience,

not budget.
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