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Is Clipper tea good, in summary: Clipper's real strength is credible plastic-free bags and
ethical sourcing, not a flavour leap: good value if you want those, a solid rather than special
cup.

Clipper is the brand most associated with ethics and plastic-free bags; here is the verdict. It is filed with the
brand pages, next to is Pukka good.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in March 2026.

Is Clipper good, at a glance

Aspect The read
What it is An organic, Fairtrade-leaning, plastic-free-bag mass-market brand
Clearly strong at Credible plastic-free bags and ethical-sourcing positioning, real, not just claimed
Taste profile Decent everyday brew; the ethics, not a flavour leap, are the point
Leaf grade Still mostly bag-grade; ethics do not change the cup class

Verdict Good if you value plastic-free and ethical sourcing; the cup is solid, not special

Where Clipper is genuinely good, and where it is just fine

The clear answer needs two separate verdicts, because the brand's real strength and its taste are not the
same story. In the cup, Clipper's standard black is a competent, pleasant, mid strength mainstream blend:
thoroughly good, takes milk well, no glaring fault, but not the strongest or most characterful in the field,
solidly mid pack rather than a flavour leader, see how to judge tea quality. The reason the brand has a
strong following, and the fact that really sets it apart, is the ethical and packaging proposition, which is
substantive rather than greenwash. Clipper built its identity on Fairtrade sourcing, organic lines and, most

concretely, unbleached teabags free of the polypropylene plastic that seals the majority of conventional
bags. That plastic point is the real one: most ordinary teabags are heat sealed with a plastic that does not
biodegrade and sheds microplastics into hot water, and a plastic free, fully compostable bag is a real,
verifiable difference, see plastic-free teabags UK. So you are not mainly buying a superior-tasting tea, you
are buying a competent everyday tea attached to a materially better sourcing and waste story.

The trade-offs, and who it suits
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Being clear means refusing the two lazy verdicts. The cynic's "it is just expensive normal tea with a green
label" is wrong, because the unbleached plastic-free bag and the Fairtrade and organic certifications are real
and independently meaningful. The enthusiast's "it is the best tea because it is ethical" is equally wrong,
because ethics do not change what is in the cup and the liquor is mid-pack. The practical trade-off is
straightforward: Clipper typically costs a little more per cup than the cheapest mainstream blends, and you
are paying that premium for the sourcing and packaging rather than for extra strength or complexity, see
saving money on tea. Who it suits follows directly: if plastic-free compostable bags and Fairtrade-organic

sourcing matter to you, Clipper is one of the easiest mainstream ways to act on that without hunting down
specialist suppliers; if your priority is maximum strength or aromatic depth per penny, a brisker blend or
proper loose leaf will serve you better, and choosing those is not a moral failure but matching the product to
your actual priority.

How to weigh it for your kitchen

To decide whether it belongs in your cupboard, be clear about your top axis. If reducing teabag plastic and
supporting Fairtrade-organic sourcing is something you actually care about acting on, Clipper is one of the
lowest-effort mainstream ways to do it, and accepting a competent rather than spectacular brew is a fair
price. If your top axis is strength or flavour per penny, accept that and buy a brisker blend or loose leaf
instead, with no guilt. Either way, brew it properly, full boil, full three minutes, milk after, so you are judging
the blend and not a rushed cup, see how to make tea. Clipper sits at the exact point where a sourcing and

packaging story and an in cup story diverge, and the only misleading answers are the two that collapse
them: hold both truths, a competent everyday brew and a clearly better waste and sourcing profile, and the
buying decision becomes a clear personal weighting rather than a confused argument.

What to buy

For the ethics, Clipper's plastic-free organic bags do the job; for more in the cup, the upgrade is loose leaf,
see the organic tea and loose leaf ranges. Browse the full tea shop; free UK delivery over £35.

Reference noted
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FROM THE CURATOR

teas - If you finish a Clipper cup, it was the right one. Hold off on the wider Clipper range until

that one is sorted.
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