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Famous tea quotes, in summary: Tea has inspired some of the best loved lines in

English, plus several widely misattributed to Churchill and Orwell. The verified quotes and

the fake ones.

Tea has inspired some of the best loved lines in English, and some widely misattributed ones. This sits in

the slang cluster beside spill the tea origin.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in January 2026.

The quotes, sourced at a glance

Line Attribution The note

The eleven rules for an ideal cup George Orwell, essay
Authentic, and thoroughly

opinionated

"You can never get a cup of tea large

enough..."
C. S. Lewis Real, often trimmed in quoting

"...the hour dedicated to tea" Henry James Authentic, frequently paraphrased

Gladstone's tea lines
Attributed,

contradictory
Cited both ways; treat with care

The "if you are cold, tea will warm you" set Widely misattributed Popular, sourcing shaky

The real sources, line by line

It is worth going through the famous tea lines properly, because the interesting part is how reliably they drift

from their origin. George Orwell's essay on the ideal cup is the gold standard of a checkable tea quotation: a

real published piece, opinionated to the point of being combative, almost always quoted in fragments that

soften its bossiness, so the version people share is a tamed paraphrase of a sharper original, see how to

make tea. The C. S. Lewis line about never having a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough is

authentic, from his own writing, but the textbook case of a quote trimmed for the mug, the punchy half

surviving and the qualifying clause dropped. Henry James's line about the hour devoted to afternoon tea is

real, from his fiction, routinely smoothed in paraphrase. Gladstone's tea remarks are the cautionary case,

attributed in contradictory forms that cannot all be original, which is exactly the signal that a quote has
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entered folklore. And the large family of cosy "if you are cold, tea will warm you" lines is the clearest warning

of all: much loved, endlessly shared, and sourced to nobody verifiable.

Why tea attracts quotes, and the source test

Tea accumulates quotations because it sits at the exact intersection that produces quotable lines: domestic

and universal, so everyone has a relationship with it; associated with pause, comfort and civility, so it carries

weight beyond a hot drink; and bound up with British national identity, which invites grand and self-

deprecating statements alike. That combination, ordinary enough for anyone to claim, weighty enough to feel

deep, is precisely the soil in which apocryphal quotes flourish, because a warm sentiment about tea sounds

plausible from almost any famous writer, so it gets attached to one. The practical test takes seconds: a real

literary quotation can be traced to a specific work, an essay, a novel, a letter, while a folklore quote is

sourced only to a name, to "anonymous", or to a dozen contradictory names at once. If you cannot name the

work in one line, treat the quote as decorative rather than evidential and attribute it as "often attributed to"

rather than a flat name. Enjoy the lines freely, but weight them by source, see tea myths debunked.

Want to actually buy a good one?

Brew the cup the best lines are actually about: a strong black tea from the full tea shop. As across the

wiki, taste comes first, then the description, then the cost of a cup, and orders over £35 within the UK

are delivered free.

Reference noted

Encyclopaedia Britannica: Tea (beverage)

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · The quote you can trace to a source is the right quote. Leave the folklore quotes alone

until the source is checked.
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