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Afternoon tea on a budget, in summary: Afternoon tea on a budget: spend on the tea,

cream and freshness, save on the stand and fillings, and let presentation do the work. Posh

for pennies.

A lavish-feeling afternoon tea need not cost a hotel price. More budget friendly afternoon tea help sits

alongside how to host.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

Where to spend and where to save

Spend on Save on

Good tea, brewed properly (cheap per cup) The tiered stand: stack plates or use a board

Proper clotted cream and good jam Fillings: cucumber and egg mayo are pennies

Freshness: warm home baked scones Sweets: two good ones beat a dozen mediocre

Where the money actually matters

Spend on the things guests actually taste. Good loose leaf or quality bags brewed properly is cheap per cup

and is the element people notice most, so do not skimp there, see what tea to serve. Proper clotted cream,

good jam and warm home-baked scones cost very little and carry the whole table; home scones beat shop

ones warm and cost almost nothing, which leaves good jam and proper clotted cream (not aerosol) as the

only real must-buys for the centrepiece, see tea with scones.

Presentation is the free luxury

The expensive-looking parts are mostly free. No tiered stand is needed: borrow one, stack cake plates, or

use a board in the savoury-scone-sweet sequence. Crusts off, uniform sizes, a pressed cloth, a few fresh

flowers and warmed scones read as "expensive" for nothing. The savoury tier hides the biggest saving in

plain sight: cucumber with butter and egg mayonnaise cost pennies and are real classics, so a spread built

mostly on those, plus one modest premium filling such as smoked salmon, looks lavish without the cost, see

the three-tier order.

A sample budget menu
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A concrete plan: cucumber and egg mayonnaise fingers with one smoked salmon round; warm home-baked

plain and fruit scones with shop jam and proper clotted cream; two small sweets, a lemon tart and a simple

sponge; a good loose leaf black plus a caffeine-free herbal. The premium spend is the cream and the tea;

everything else is pennies.

The one place never to cut corners

If the budget is tight, cut anywhere except the cream, the freshness and the tea, because those three are

what guests actually register. Real clotted cream rather than aerosol, warm scones rather than yesterday's,

and a properly brewed good tea rather than a stewed teabag are the difference between "lovely" and "they

tried", and all three are cheap for the impression they make. The cheapest upgrade of all is simply doing the

basics well: brewing the tea properly, warming the scones, cutting the crusts, timing the assembly, none of

which costs anything but attention. A careless expensive afternoon tea is worse than a careful cheap one.

What to buy

Spend where it is tasted: a value loose leaf or a brisk black tea brewed properly, with a classic English

Breakfast for the pot. Browse the full tea shop; free UK delivery over £35.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · On a budget, a few reliable teas beat a big odd stash. Keep two or three teas you really

enjoy in rotation.
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Earn rewards on teas.co.uk

Earn loyalty points on every order. Free to join.

+100 pts

Create your free account
Welcome bonus + earn on every order.

100 pts = 1 tree

Plant a tree in Scotland
Pledge points to our reforestation partner.
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