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The short version: A UK guide to Yorkshire Tea ownership: Bettys & Taylors family

business, Harrogate, only major UK tea brand still independent and family-owned.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite

Teas.co.uk for Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-yorkshire-tea/

Yorkshire Tea is the UK's most purchased tea and, unusually, still family owned. This sits in the tea industry

cluster beside who owns Twinings.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

Industry information accurate as of May 2026 and based on public reporting; ownership and trading positions change.

Not financial advice.

Yorkshire Tea ownership at a glance

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Yorkshire

Tea ownership at a glance, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-

yorkshire-tea/

Detail Fact

Current owner Bettys & Taylors of Harrogate (family-owned UK independent)

Owned since 1962 (when Taylors of Harrogate launched Yorkshire Tea)

Parent company Bettys & Taylors Group, Wild family ownership

Headquarters Harrogate, North Yorkshire

UK market position UK's largest-selling tea brand by volume (overtook PG Tips 2010s)

Annual revenue ~GBP 175m+ for tea business (within wider GBP 220m+ group)

Manufacturing Harrogate, North Yorkshire

Sister brand Bettys (tea rooms and bakery, also family-owned)

Independent status Only major UK tea brand still family-owned

Iconic blend Yorkshire Gold (premium variant, GBP 5-7 per pack)

The current owner
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Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The current

owner, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-yorkshire-tea/

Yorkshire Tea is owned by Bettys and Taylors of Harrogate, an independent Yorkshire family business run

by the Wild family, which has owned the brand since launching it in 1962. That makes it unusual: almost

every other major British tea brand is multinational or private-equity owned, with PG Tips Dutch and PE-

owned, Tetley Indian-owned, Twinings inside a conglomerate and Typhoo recently rescued by Supreme.

Yorkshire Tea is the only major British mainstream brand still genuinely independent and family-owned,

British in heritage, manufacturing, ownership and family control alike. See the ownership map.

The Bettys and Taylors group

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The Bettys

and Taylors group, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-yorkshire-tea/

The parent combines Bettys (Yorkshire tea rooms and bakery, founded 1919) with Taylors of Harrogate (tea

and coffee, founded 1886), brought together under the Wild family in 1962, when Yorkshire Tea launched as

a Taylors product. Today the group runs around six Bettys tea rooms (Harrogate, York, Ilkley, Northallerton,

Stonegate and RHS Harlow Carr), the Taylors tea and coffee business and the Yorkshire Tea brand,

employs roughly 1,400 people from Harrogate, and remains entirely family-owned. It is one of the largest

family-owned consumer-goods businesses in the UK.

Why Yorkshire Tea became UK number one

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why

Yorkshire Tea became UK number one, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-

owns-yorkshire-tea/

Yorkshire Tea overtook PG Tips as the UK's best-selling tea in the 2010s and has held the top spot since,

for several reasons. Product consistency: the blend is tuned to British water, with hard- and soft-water

versions, and the brand has resisted the recipe changes that hurt rivals. A distinctive brand voice: the proper

brew positioning, the Yorkshire identity and a run of famous celebrity adverts built strong recognition.

Independent ownership: the family business has avoided the cost-cutting that has damaged corporate-

owned competitors. And a maintained premium tier in Yorkshire Gold. Together that produced market

leadership in a sector where most brands were sliding.

What independent ownership means

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What

independent ownership means, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-

yorkshire-tea/

Family ownership has real product consequences. A generational horizon, rather than a three-to-seven-year

private-equity cycle, supports stable investment, and the absence of quarterly-earnings pressure allows

cost-and-quality trade-offs that do not chase short-term margin. Yorkshire Tea's recipe has stayed more

stable than rivals', resisting the cheaper-ingredient drift seen elsewhere, and the group has invested in
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Rainforest Alliance certification and supplier-relationship programmes beyond strict commercial necessity.

The independence genuinely shows up in the cup over time. See sector pressures.

The brand identity and celebrity ads

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The brand

identity and celebrity ads, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-

yorkshire-tea/

Yorkshire Tea has one of the strongest brand identities of any British consumer product, and crucially the

marketing matches the corporate reality: the company really is Harrogate-based and Yorkshire-family-

owned, so the regional voice is authentic rather than affected. Between roughly 2014 and 2022 it ran a

much-loved campaign of short films with Yorkshire-born celebrities, Patrick Stewart, Sean Bean, Brian

Blessed, Michael Vaughan and others, playing serious figures in mundane tea-related situations. The

adverts entered the cultural conversation and built recognition well beyond their spend, precisely because

the Yorkshire claim was genuine. Few rivals could run a comparable campaign.

The hard-water variant

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The hard-

water variant, Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-yorkshire-tea/

One technical detail worth knowing: Yorkshire Tea makes a for Hard Water variant, blended for the mineral-

heavy water common across the South-East, London and parts of Wales. Standard Yorkshire Tea is tuned

to softer northern water and can taste flat, or leave a visible mineral scum, in hard-water areas, while the

hard-water blend uses a different leaf grade that copes better. Very few brands offer a water-specific

version, and it is worth trying if your standard cup tastes dull from London or South-East tap water.

What to buy

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What to buy,

Who Owns Yorkshire Tea?. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/who-owns-yorkshire-tea/

For Yorkshire Tea itself buy Yorkshire Tea, Yorkshire Gold or Yorkshire Tea for Hard Water. For

multinational mainstream alternatives buy PG Tips, Tetley or Typhoo. For premium British alternatives buy

Twinings or Fortnum & Mason. For UK independent organic herbal buy Clipper, Dragonfly or Pukka.
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FROM THE CURATORteas · Spend less on prestige, more on freshness. A two-month-old

supermarket bag still beats a three-year-old gift tin.

More tea reading

For comparable brand ownership see who owns PG Tips, who owns Tetley, who owns Twinings and who

owns Typhoo now. For Yorkshire Tea brand history see the Yorkshire Tea deep dive. For the broader

picture see the UK tea brand ownership map. For the industry pressure see why tea brands are struggling.
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Green tea

Black tea

Oolong tea

White tea

Herbal tea

Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag
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