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Who Owns Tetley?

From the teas.co.uk wiki

The short version: Tetley ownership: Tata Consumer Products since 2000 (GBP 271m
landmark Indian acquisition), British heritage, Indian owned, UK manufactured.

Tetley is a British tea institution under long-standing Indian ownership. Tetley's story continues in our other
tea industry pages, such as who owns PG Tips.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in February 2026.

Tetley ownership facts here follow public reporting up to May 2026 and may change. Not financial advice.

Tetley ownership at a glance

Detail Fact
Current owner Tata Consumer Products (Indian multinational)
Acquired 2000 (then Tata Tea, now Tata Consumer Products)
Purchase price (2000) ~GBP 271m (groundbreaking Indian acquisition of British brand)
Pre-Tata owner Joseph Tetley & Co. (UK independent), then various owners
Brand founded 1837, Joseph and Edward Tetley, Yorkshire
Tata Consumer Products parent Tata Sons (Indian conglomerate, India's largest private group)
Tata Group market cap USD 300bn+ across all businesses
UK manufacturing Eaglescliffe, Stockton-on-Tees
Major sister brand Eight O'Clock Coffee, Tata Tea India
UK market position One of three dominant UK tea brands (alongside PG Tips, Yorkshire Tea)

The current owner

Tetley is owned by Tata Consumer Products (formerly Tata Global Beverages), part of India's Tata Group,
which acquired The Tetley Group in 2000 for around GBP 271m. That put Tetley inside one of the largest
tea businesses in the world, with international supply scale, and Tata has now held the brand for 26 years, a
longer and steadier stint than most of its previous owners managed.

The landmark 2000 acquisition
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The 2000 deal mattered well beyond the brand. At roughly GBP 271m it was the largest single Indian
acquisition of a British company at the time, and it signalled the arrival of Indian multinationals as outbound
buyers. In India it was read as a symbolic moment, the former colony buying a British heritage name; in
Britain it was treated as routine consumer-goods M&A. Tata Tea (the buyer, since renamed Tata Consumer
Products) had been building international ambitions through the 1990s, and Tetley gave it distribution, brand
recognition and scale outside India. By Tata's own measure it has worked: Tetley has stayed profitable for
over two decades under Tata ownership.

Tata's wider British brands

Tata Consumer Products is the consumer arm of the Tata Group, India's largest private conglomerate, and
its tea and food stable includes Tetley, Tata Tea in India, Eight O'Clock Coffee and Good Earth in the US,
and Teapigs in the UK. The wider group spans IT (Tata Consultancy Services), cars (Tata Motors, which
owns Jaguar Land Rover) and steel (Tata Steel, including former British operations). The Tata-British
relationship is unusually deep: alongside Tetley and Teapigs it has owned Jaguar Land Rover and Port
Talbot steelmaking. See Teapigs.

Is Tetley still British?

Tetley is British in heritage (an 1837 Yorkshire origin), British in manufacturing (the Eaglescliffe site near
Stockton-on-Tees employs around 200 people making UK-market tea), but Indian-owned at corporate level
via Tata. It is the same shape as PG Tips or Twinings, heritage and operations in the UK, ultimate ownership
elsewhere, except that the Tata stint has lasted far longer and more steadily than most. Whether Tetley is
still British depends on which sense you mean: heritage yes, manufacturing yes, corporate ownership no.

What Tata ownership means for the cup

Tata ownership has particular consequences. Tata Tea draws on the group's substantial Indian estate
holdings, so Tetley benefits from integrated, comparatively stable sourcing through commodity-price swings.
And Tata's long-term horizon, unlike a private-equity owner looking to flip the business, supports steady
investment, which is visible in the pyramid bag, the plastic-free transition and ongoing operational spending.
The practical upshot for drinkers is that Tetley's product has actually been more consistent across 26 years
of Tata ownership than the change of owner might suggest; Tata has been a relatively benign owner from a
consumer point of view. See sector pressures.

Tetley versus PG Tips versus Yorkshire Tea

The three dominant British mainstream black-tea brands have quite different owners despite near-identical
product profiles. Tetley is Indian-owned (Tata since 2000); PG Tips is Dutch and private-equity-owned
(Lipton Teas and Infusions since 2022); Yorkshire Tea is UK family-owned (Bettys and Taylors of Harrogate
since 1962). Yorkshire Tea is the only fully UK-owned of the three, which British media sometimes flags as
the British alternative. In the cup they are broadly similar mid-tier blends, so the ownership distinction
matters most to ethics-minded buyers rather than everyday drinkers. See who owns PG Tips.

The round teabag and Tata's heritage-brand strategy
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Tetley's most enduring quirk is the round teabag, launched in 1989 to stand out from rectangular rivals; it
does little for the brew but gives a clear shelf and advertising identifier, and it has since been joined by
drawstring, pyramid and plastic-free formats. That round bag predates Tata by eleven years, an innovation
Tata inherited and kept. More broadly, Tata has deliberately preserved its British brands' identities rather
than absorbing them: Tetley, Jaguar and Land Rover all keep their British names and UK manufacturing
under Indian ownership. That is unusual in international M&A, and it treats heritage as an asset worth
protecting.

What to buy
For Tetley itself buy Tetley tea or Tetley Gold. For comparable mid-tier British black tea buy PG Tips or

Yorkshire Tea. For premium British tea buy Twinings or Fortnum & Mason. For Tata's premium UK brand

buy Teapigs. For specialist herbal buy Clipper organic or Pukka herbal.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas - Tetley drinkers reach free UK delivery at £35, about two or three good bags. A modest

mixed order beats one big Tetley splurge.

More tea reading

For comparable brand ownership see who owns Typhoo now, who owns PG Tips and who owns Twinings.

For Tata's other UK brand see the Teapigs deep dive. For the broader picture see the UK tea brand

ownership map. For the industry pressure see why tea brands are struggling.
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