
The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The

Fake Scottish Tea Scandal,

Teas.co.uk wiki
teas.co.uk · 20 June 2026

The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The Fake Scottish Tea

Scandal
From the Teas.co.uk wiki

The Wee Tea Company fraud, in summary: A UK guide to the Wee Tea Company fraud:

2018 conviction, Scottish-grown lie, luxury buyers misled. Why provenance verification

matters at every level.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
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One of the most striking modern tea frauds was British, recent, and built entirely on a story buyers wanted to

believe: that premium tea was being grown in Scotland. This sits in the tea stories cluster beside tea scams

and frauds.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

The case in brief

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for The case in

brief, The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The Fake Scottish Tea Scandal. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/the-
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Detail Fact

Location Perthshire, Scotland (claimed plantation site)

Founder convicted Thomas Robinson

Active marketing period c. 2010-2017

Claim Tea grown on Scottish plantations, including "Dalreoch white tea"

Reality Tea imported and re-labelled as Scottish-grown

Notable customers misled Mariage Freres, Fortnum & Mason, Harrods, high-end restaurants

Fraud value estimate Hundreds of thousands of pounds

Verdict and sentence Convicted of fraud, sentenced to 3.5 years (2018)
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Detail Fact

Award claims pre-exposure Salon du Chocolat de Paris medals, Great Taste awards

Wider lesson Luxury buyers don't verify provenance; status doesn't equal proof

Why the Scottish story worked

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why the

Scottish story worked, The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The Fake Scottish Tea Scandal. Canonical:
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Scottish-grown tea is the perfect fraud premise: novel (almost no commercial tea is grown in Britain), local (it

flatters interest in UK supply chains), premium (high-end retailers want something unique), and very hard to

verify, since origin testing for tea is technically possible but rarely done by buyers. The venture exploited that

gap precisely. Press coverage celebrated rare Scottish tea winning international awards, luxury retailers

added it to their ranges, and nobody weighed the volume of supposedly Scottish-grown tea against the tiny

scale of real Scottish cultivation. The con might have run longer had the operator not over-claimed, selling

more Scottish tea than the declared site could plausibly produce.

What was claimed, and what was true
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Thomas Robinson marketed the Wee Tea Company, later Tea Gardens of Scotland, as a Perthshire

operation producing premium Scottish leaf, including a flagship Dalreoch White Tea. The claims won real

recognition: Salon du Chocolat de Paris medals, Great Taste awards, and listings with Mariage Freres,

Fortnum and Mason, Harrods and high-end restaurants. The Scottish-grown story was the entire commercial

premise. Court proceedings concluded it was substantially fraudulent: the tea was imported and re-labelled,

and the volumes sold were inconsistent with the small Perthshire site. Trading Standards and the courts

established the facts, and in 2018 Robinson was convicted of fraud running to hundreds of thousands of

pounds and sentenced to three and a half years.

Why luxury buyers didn't verify

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why luxury

buyers didn't verify, The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The Fake Scottish Tea Scandal. Canonical:
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The striking part is the customer list. Mariage Freres, Fortnum and Mason, Harrods and prestigious

restaurants are sophisticated buyers with real procurement expertise, yet none checked the provenance

before buying. The awards, the press and a confident pitch were treated as sufficient. The lesson is that

luxury procurement often privileges story and reputation over physical supply-chain verification: an award

listing works as social proof of authenticity even when the origin is unverified. The Wee Tea Company

exploited the same gap an ordinary shopper faces, just at premium scale, and the professionals were no
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better protected for it.

How it was finally exposed

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for How it was
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The fraud unravelled gradually rather than through a dramatic whistleblower. Investigators noticed that the

volumes of Scottish-grown tea on sale could not have come from the small Perthshire site, that Scotland's

climate and soil make genuine cultivation hard, and that the claimed rapid growth was not matched by visible

infrastructure. Trading Standards work led to Police Scotland, then criminal charges. The whole process

took roughly four years from first concerns to the 2018 conviction, a reminder that fraud detection in

consumer goods usually rests on patient evidence-gathering.

The defence for tea buyers
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The case teaches defensive habits at any scale. Check volume plausibility: a small site cannot supply large

commercial quantities, so a rare local tea sold in bulk should prompt questions. Ask for traceability, not just

an origin claim, since a genuine producer can document plantation, harvest and processing. Lean on third-

party certification (Soil Association organic, Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance), which involves an external audit.

Remember that awards and press coverage are social proof, not provenance verification, and can be

obtained by fraudulent operations. And treat an extraordinary provenance claim at a premium price as

something that needs extraordinary evidence before you buy.

The wider fraud context
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The Wee Tea Company is not unique, just high-profile. Similar provenance scams have surfaced in Pu-erh

(ancient-tree claims), Darjeeling (estate-name substitution), Japanese matcha (origin swapping) and rare

wild tea categories. Modern fraud emphasises provenance rather than the physical adulteration of the

Georgian and Victorian eras: you are less likely to be poisoned and more likely to be deceived about where

the leaf came from. The underlying vulnerability is the same as three centuries ago; only the costume has

changed. See tea scams and frauds.

What to buy with verified provenance
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For genuine UK-grown tea (small but real) buy Tregothnan Cornish tea. For premium loose-leaf with verified

origin buy Darjeeling single-estate, Ceylon Nuwara Eliya, or Assam single-estate. For blends from verified

sources buy Yorkshire Tea, Twinings, or Fortnum and Mason. For organic-certified provenance buy Clipper

organic tea or Pukka herbal.

Reference noted

EFSA: Pesticides in food
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FROM THE CURATORteas · Start cheap, stay cheap until something stops you. Most rich teas

reward patience, not budget.

More tea history reading

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for More tea

history reading, The Wee Tea Company Fraud: The Fake Scottish Tea Scandal. Canonical:
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For the broader fraud framework see tea scams and frauds and tea fraud and adulteration. For ethical-

sourcing context see ethical tea sourcing. For organic certification see organic tea. For the broader pioneers

context see the tea pioneers.
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