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Building a tea collection, in summary: A good collection is small, fresh and occasion

covering, not a museum. The starter set by occasion, why freshness beats hoarding, and

where money is.

A tea collection should serve your drinking, not gather dust. The approach is small, intentional and fresh.

Part of the getting started section, it sits close to tea for beginners.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in March 2026.

Collect by occasion, not by completeness

Build around your real days: a strong morning tea, an everyday afternoon one, a cosy caffeine free evening

one, plus a treat. That covers life better than one of everything, see the starter set below.

Freshness beats hoarding

Tea fades, so a big collection means stale tea. Buy amounts you will finish in a few months and replace, not

stockpile, see how long tea lasts.

A sensible starter set

One strong black, one green or white, one oolong or single origin to learn from, one or two caffeine free

herbals. Five well chosen teas beat twenty random ones, see how to choose tea.

Store it properly

A small collection only stays good if stored right: opaque airtight tins, cool, dark, dry, one per tea, see how to

store tea and storage containers.

Add with intent

Add a tea because it fills a gap (a mood, a season, a comparison), not because it is new. Intent keeps a

collection useful, see the tasting guide.

Rotate and finish
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Actually drink the collection in rotation; an opened tin a year old is the thing to use up, not admire, see old

tea.

Where the money is actually worth it

Spend in order: free technique first, then loose leaf over dusty bags, then one good single origin to taste

what "good" means, and only then equipment beyond a basic infuser. Spend on freshness and the right type

for your taste, not on gadgets or prestige names, see upgrading from supermarket tea and loose leaf tea.

In a sentence

A good collection is a small, fresh, occasion covering set you actually drink and store well, not a museum.

Intent and freshness beat size, see how to store tea.

The starter set, by occasion

Slot Tea

Robust morning one strong black

Everyday afternoon a green, white or lighter black

Learn from one good oolong or single origin

Caffeine free evening one or two herbals

A treat one you simply enjoy

Start the collection from the English tea range and the loose-leaf range, buying small and fresh so nothing

goes stale.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · Begin with the affordable teas and only move up when the cheap ones stop pleasing

you. Most rich teas reward patience, not budget.

More tea reading

Tea for beginners

How to store tea

How long tea lasts

How to choose tea

Want to actually buy a good one?
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When you are ready to add to the shelf, buy one good tea and judge it on the cup, not the marketing.

The teas on this page are matched to this very topic, so they are the place to begin. To see the wider

range, browse tea and herbal infusions at teas.co.uk or the full tea shop. For a collection as for a

single box: let the cup and a fair description decide, not the marketing, keep an eye on the cost per

cup, and note that UK orders of more than £35 are delivered free.

Browse the tea range ?

More from the tea wiki

Green tea

Black tea

Oolong tea

White tea

Herbal tea

Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag

Earn rewards on teas.co.uk

Earn loyalty points on every order. Free to join.

+100 pts

Create your free account
Welcome bonus + earn on every order.

100 pts = 1 tree

Plant a tree in Scotland
Pledge points to our reforestation partner.
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