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Best kettle for tea, in summary: The best kettle for tea: why variable temperature control
is the only feature that matters, when a plain kettle is fine, and what the rest is marketing.

The best kettle for tea is not about looks or speed; it is about temperature control and fresh, once boiled
water. This sits in the teaware cluster beside the water temperature guide.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in April 2026.

Temperature control is the real feature

Black and herbal want full boil; green and white want distinctly cooler water or they scorch into bitterness. A
variable temperature kettle makes this effortless and is the one upgrade really worth having; see the
temperature guide.

If you only drink black tea

A plain kettle is fine; black tea wants a rolling boil anyway. The temperature feature matters most to green,
white and oolong drinkers, see delicate tea brewing.

Fresh water, boiled once

Whatever the kettle, fill it fresh and boil once; reboiled, stewed water makes flat, dull tea regardless of the
kettle quality, see best water for tea.

Capacity and habit

Boiling a full kettle for one mug wastes energy and tempts reboiling. A kettle you can fill to one cup suits the
single cup drinker better, see one cup brewing.

Gooseneck kettles

A gooseneck spout gives precise, gentle pouring, useful for delicate and gongfu brewing where a violent
pour disturbs the leaf, niche but real for enthusiasts.

Material and taste
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A clean stainless or glass interior avoids taint; a scaled or plasticky kettle can flavour the water and therefore

the tea, see limescale and tea. In hard water areas, descale on a schedule: limescale dulls the cup and
slowly wrecks the element.

The bottom line

Buy for temperature control if you drink green or white, fresh water boiled once always, sensible capacity,
clean interior. Speed and styling are secondary, see the temperature guide.

Choosing a kettle for tea, at a glance

Feature Verdict
Variable temperature control The real feature: 80C for green and white transforms the cup

Black tea only A plain fast kettle is fine here, because a full boil is what black tea wants

Fresh water, boiled once Re boiled flat water dulls every cup; start cold and fresh

Capacity Match to how much you brew; a huge kettle wastes energy on one cup
Gooseneck Pour control for pour over and gongfu; unnecessary for a mug
Material Stainless or glass over old plastic for taste; descale in hard water areas

Worth the right temperature: delicate green from Teapigs, organic from Pukka, strong everyday
black from Yorkshire Tea. Browse the full tea shop, and see the water temperature guide.

Want to actually buy a good one?

A variable temperature kettle is the one piece of kit here that really earns its cost. Everything pictured
on this page is matched to the kettle question, so it is a sensible place to start. To see the wider range,
browse kettles and tea equipment at teas.co.uk or the full tea shop. A kettle follows the same logic as
tea: let the result in the cup outrank the marketing, weigh cost per cup, and bear in mind that UK
delivery is free once you spend over £35.

Browse the tea range

FROM THE CURATOR

teas - Start with the cheapest plain kettle that does the job. Spend more once you know what
you like.

More teaware reading
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Water temperature guide

Best water for tea

One cup brewing

Limescale and tea

More from the tea wiki

e Green tea

Black tea

Oolong tea
White tea

Herbal tea

Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag
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