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Glass vs ceramic teapot, in summary: It is mostly a heat-and-use question, not a quality

one. Ceramic holds heat through a long steep, which suits strong black and herbal; glass

cools faster and lets you watch the brew, which suits delicate green and white. Both are

inert, so neither changes flavour.

Glass or ceramic teapot is mostly a heat and use question, not a quality one; both are good when matched

to the tea. This sits in the teaware cluster beside choosing a teapot.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

Ceramic: heat retention

Ceramic and porcelain hold heat well through a long steep, which suits hearty black, herbal and anything

wanting sustained high temperature. They are opaque, so they hide staining but also the brew.

Glass: control and theatre

Glass cools faster, which can actually help delicate green and white that dislike prolonged high heat, and it

lets you watch colour and blooming teas open. See brewing delicate tea.

Heat behaviour is the real difference

For a long hot steep of strong tea, ceramic edges it: in a thin glass pot on a cold day the water can drop

enough over three to four minutes to leave the cup slightly under-extracted, which reads as weak even with

plenty of leaf. The same fast cooling is an advantage for delicate green or white, which turn bitter when held

scalding, so glass quietly protects them. Pre-warming the pot narrows the gap both ways but does not erase

it. Neither material changes flavour chemically; both are inert. The kettle matters as much as the pot for

getting the water right in the first place.

Durability, care and thermal shock

Quality borosilicate glass is tougher than people expect but still less forgiving of knocks than ceramic. Glass

shows stains so you clean it sooner; ceramic hides them, so it needs a deliberate schedule rather than a

visual prompt, see how to clean a teapot. Both can crack from sudden extreme temperature change, so

warm either with a little hot water before a full pour; borosilicate tolerates this better than cheap glass or thin
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ceramic. The real failure mode for both is thermal shock and knocks, not wear.

Borosilicate versus cheap glass

Not all glass teapots are equal. Quality borosilicate is engineered for thermal stress and far tougher than

people expect, tolerating the jump from cold to boiling water that would crack thin, cheap glass or a flimsy

ceramic. It is the only glass worth buying for a teapot, and it is what makes the visual appeal practical rather

than fragile.

What is worth paying for

The sound spend, on either material, is on the things that change the cup or survive daily life: a roomy

interior so the leaf can open, a lid that stays put as you tilt, a spout that pours cleanly without dribbling, and,

for glass, real borosilicate rather than thin decorative glass. Decorative shaping and novelty mechanisms are

aesthetics, fine to enjoy but not flavour upgrades. Sized realistically to how you actually drink, one good pot

is a cheap, one-time decision rather than a recurring cost.

Which to buy

Mostly strong black and herbal? Ceramic, for steady heat through a long steep. Mostly green, white and

blooming, and you like seeing the brew? Glass. Many committed drinkers own one of each, not out of

excess but because the two jobs are really different, see do you need a teapot.

Glass and ceramic side by side

  Glass Ceramic / porcelain

Heat retention Cools faster Holds heat through a long steep

Delicate green / white Helps, less prone to stewing Can hold too hot too long

Strong black / herbal May lose heat mid steep Ideal, sustained temperature

Watching the brew Yes, blooming teas shine Opaque, hides the liquor

Staining Shows it, so you clean sooner Hides it, so you must remember

Knocks Less forgiving More forgiving

Common questions

Does the material change the flavour? No. Both glass and glazed ceramic are inert and neutral. The

difference is heat behaviour and cleaning, not chemistry.

Is glass too fragile for daily use? Good borosilicate is not. Cheap thin glass is. Buy the right glass and it

lasts.

Which is easier to keep clean? Glass, because it shows stains and you act sooner. Ceramic hides them,

so it needs a scheduled clean.

Which should a beginner buy? Whichever matches the tea you drink most. For mixed drinking, a roomy

ceramic pot is the forgiving default.
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The bottom line

Ceramic for heat and strong tea, glass for delicate tea and watching the brew. It is a use case choice, not a

better or worse one, and leaf room still matters more than either. Browse teaware and loose leaf tea at

teas.co.uk, or the full tea shop. For teaware, go by how the cup comes out and what the description says,

weigh the cost, and know that a UK basket over £35 ships free.

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · One reliable teapot beats a cupboard of curious ones. Alternate glass and ceramic

across two or three teas you enjoy.
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