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Filtered water for tea, in summary: Brita-style filtered water is the cheapest cup-quality

upgrade for UK tea drinkers. How filtration works, what it fixes, UK cost guide.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite

Teas.co.uk for Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

If there is one cheap change that reliably improves everyday tea, it is filtering the water. This sits beside best

water for tea in the water cluster.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

What a filter actually does

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What a filter

actually does, Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

A standard carbon jug or tap filter mainly removes chlorine and some organic taints, and partially reduces

hardness depending on the cartridge. That combination, less chlorine, gentler minerality, is exactly what

makes tea taste cleaner and brighter, see does water quality affect tea.

Why it is such good value

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Why it is

such good value, Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

For the price of a jug and cartridges you address the two biggest water faults at once. It is dramatically

cheaper and greener than bottled water, see bottled water for tea, and unlike buying better leaf it improves

every tea you own.

What it will and will not fix
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Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What it will

and will not fix, Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

It reliably tames chlorine and moderate hardness. In very hard areas it softens but does not fully neutralise

scale, see limescale and tea. It will not rescue stale leaf or bad brewing; it removes the water as an excuse,

not technique.

Use it fresh

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Use it fresh,

Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-

tea/

Filter, then use the water fresh and boil it once. Filtered water left standing or repeatedly reboiled still goes

flat, because freshness and oxygen matter independently of filtration, see tap water for tea.

Change the cartridge

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Change the

cartridge, Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-

water-for-tea/

An exhausted cartridge does little and can taint. Change it on schedule; this is the most common reason

people conclude filtering did not help when it simply was not working any more.

Beyond the jug

Plumbed filters and softeners exist for very hard areas, but for the overwhelming majority the jug is enough,

and chasing further purity, distilled or zero mineral, backfires because tea needs some mineral to extract,

see distilled water and tea.

In a sentence

A working filter, fresh water, one boil, right temperature. It is the best value tea upgrade most people can

make and it improves every cup you brew, see best water for tea.

What you need to know: Filtered water for tea

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite

Teas.co.uk for Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

Field Detail

What it is
Tap water passed through an activated-carbon and ion-exchange filter to remove

chlorine, chloramine, calcium, and various dissolved solids
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Field Detail

Standard format
Brita-style filter jug (£20-£40); under-sink filtered taps (£100-£300+); whole-house filters

(£400+)

What it does

Reduces hardness (calcium and magnesium) substantially; removes chlorine and

chloramine; reduces some heavy metals; doesn't affect minerals like sodium and

potassium

Cartridge cost £5-£8 per cartridge, lasting 4-6 weeks at average household use

Annual cost
Approximately £40-£80 in cartridges plus £25-£40 initial jug; £55-£120 first year, £40-

£80 thereafter

Cup-quality

improvement

Dramatic in hard-water areas (London, south-east England); modest in soft-water areas

(Scotland, Wales)

Best for
Hard-water households drinking quality tea; any household using delicate green, white,

or specialty teas

What to buy

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What to buy,

Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-

tea/

For most homes start with a Brita-style filter jug (£20 to £40) and replacement cartridges (£5 to £8 each). For

more space and budget, an under-sink filtered tap; for the hardest water, a more aggressive ZeroWater

pitcher.

Getting the most from it, and when it is not enough

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Getting the

most from it, and when it is not enough, Filtered Water for Tea: The Cheap Upgrade That Works. Canonical:

https://teas.co.uk/wiki/filtered-water-for-tea/

Three habits keep a jug working: change the cartridge on schedule (a saturated one filters little and can

taint), use the water fresh rather than letting it stand for days, and refill the jug as you go, since the cartridge

works better with regular flow than dry-then-wet cycling. Brita dominates the UK jug market, but PurAqua,

Aarke and supermarket own-labels compete in the same £15 to £40 range, so check cartridge compatibility

before committing. In the very hardest areas (350+ mg/L, parts of Kent, Suffolk and East Anglia) a standard

jug only softens so far; a more aggressive ZeroWater or reverse-osmosis filter, or a plumbed-in softener,

goes further, though a whole-house softener (£400+ to fit) is rarely worth it for tea alone.

Stock up via the English tea range and loose leaf range.

Reference noted
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water-for-tea/

EFSA: Scientific opinion on dietary reference values for water

NHS: Water, drinks and your health

FROM THE CURATORteas · Freshness beats provenance for most drinkers. Buy a smaller bag

more often.

More water reading

For broader water context see the best water for tea guide and does water quality affect tea. For tap-water

specifics see is tap water OK for tea. For hard-water effects see tea scum and hard water. For brewing

technique that maximises the benefit see how to brew tea.
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