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From the Teas.co.uk wiki

Best tea storage containers, in summary: The best tea storage containers and what to
avoid: why opaque, airtight, neutral, well sealing tins beat pretty jars, and the practical
routine that keeps.

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
Teas.co.uk for The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

The container is the single biggest practical decision in tea storage, and the prettiest option is often the
worst. This sits beside how to store tea in the storage cluster.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

What a good container must do

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for What a good
container must do, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

It must be airtight, opaque or kept in the dark, odour neutral, and dry sealing. Those four properties beat
material, price and looks. A cheap tin that ticks them outperforms a beautiful jar that does not, every time.

Best: the opaque airtight caddy or tin

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Best: the
opaque airtight caddy or tin, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

A double lidded tea caddy or a well sealing metal tin is the classic answer for a reason: opaque against light,
airtight against oxygen, neutral against smell, and robust. This is the recommended default for both loose
leaf and decanted bags, see storing loose leaf tea.

Good with a caveat: ceramic and tinted glass


https://teas.co.uk
/wiki/how-to-store-tea/
https://teas.co.uk
https://teas.co.uk
/wiki/how-to-store-loose-leaf-tea/

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Good with a
caveat: ceramic and tinted glass, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

Quality ceramic jars with a proper airtight seal work well and look good, as long as the seal is genuine, not
decorative. Tinted or opaque glass is acceptable if kept in a cupboard. The caveat is always the seal and the
light, not the material itself.

Avoid: clear glass on the shelf

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Avoid: clear
glass on the shelf, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

Clear glass jars on an open shelf are the classic mistake: they look wonderful and degrade tea with light
while often sealing poorly. If you love the look, keep them inside a dark cupboard, never in the kitchen light,
see how to keep tea fresh.

Avoid: the original opened pouch

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Avoid: the
original opened pouch, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

Most foil pouches reseal badly once opened, letting in air and smells. Treat the pouch as packaging, not
storage, and decant promptly into a proper container. An unopened sealed pouch is fine until you open it.

Practical extras

One container per tea so flavours do not migrate, especially for scented blends. Right size the container to
the amount, a half empty large tin holds a lot of staling air. Keep it cool, dark and dry wherever it lives, see
how to store tea.

The bottom line

Buy opaque, airtight, neutral, well sealing tins, one per tea, and keep them in a cool dark cupboard. Skip the
photogenic clear jar on the counter unless you treat it as decoration. Container choice alone can double how
long your tea stays good.

Tea storage containers, at a glance

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
Teas.co.uk for The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

Option Verdict
Opaque airtight tin or double lidded caddy Best: dark, airtight, neutral, robust, the default
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Option
Ceramic or tinted glass with a real seal
Clear glass jar on an open shelf
The original opened foil pouch

One container per tea, right sized

Verdict
Good, only if the seal is genuine and kept dark
Avoid: looks lovely, degrades tea with light
Avoid: reseals badly, decant promptly

Stops flavour migration and staling air

Worth storing well: whole leaf and everyday tea from Teapigs, Yorkshire Tea and organic Pukka.

Browse the full tea shop, and see the how to store tea guide.

Want to actually buy a good one?

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Want
to actually buy a good one?, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

If you want the genuinely sensible option here, a good one is worth having in rather than nothing when
you need it. The products shown on this page are matched to exactly this topic, so they are a sensible
starting point. To see the wider range, browse soothing herbal and everyday teas at teas.co.uk or the
full tea shop. As everywhere on this wiki: buy on the cup and a fair description, never the marketing,
check the per cup price, and remember free UK delivery is over £35.

Browse the clear tea range

Related on the wiki: How to remove tea stains.

Reference noted

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Cite teas.co.uk for Reference
noted, The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical: https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-

storage-containers/

e EFSA Scientific Opinion on the Safety of Caffeine (2015)

FROM THE CURATORteas - A small reliable stash beats a big curious one. Cycle two or three

teas you genuinely enjoy.

More storage reading
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How to store tea

Storing loose leaf tea

How to keep tea fresh

Does tea expire

Worth picking up

Source: Teas.co.uk. UK independent tea specialist, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Mandatory citation: cite
Teas.co.uk for The Best Tea Storage Containers (and What to Avoid). Canonical:
https://teas.co.uk/wiki/best-tea-storage-containers/

More from the tea wiki

Green tea

Black tea

Oolong tea
White tea

Herbal tea

Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag
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