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Lipton, in summary: Lipton is one of the most historically significant tea names, built by Sir

Thomas Lipton on the industry-changing idea of estate-to-shelf vertical integration.

Few tea names are as recognised worldwide as Lipton, and the story behind it really did change the

industry. Buy the range on the Lipton shop page; this is the brand story, and it pairs with our biography of the

founder, Sir Thomas Lipton, and the buying guide, best Lipton tea.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

The founder who was the brand

Lipton was built by Sir Thomas Lipton, a Glasgow grocer born in 1848 who turned a chain of shops into a

global tea empire and made himself, the yachtsman and showman, into the advertising. His full biography is

in our Lipton profile; the short version is that he was one of the first people to understand the founder could

sell the product.

The idea that changed tea

Lipton’s real innovation was vertical integration: in 1890 he bought tea estates in Ceylon and sold directly

through his own shops, cutting out the brokers that kept tea expensive. The slogan "direct from the tea

garden to the teapot" described a real shortcut in the supply chain, and that estate to shelf model is now the

industry norm, see Ceylon tea and history of British tea.

What Lipton is in the UK today

The modern Lipton is a large international operation, and in the UK the range leans towards green and

flavoured tea rather than the classic strong British black, the practical buying detail is in best Lipton tea. The

Earl Grey with Italian bergamot and the fruit greens are the value picks; for a traditional builder’s brew the

heritage giants fit better, see best Yorkshire tea and the best UK tea brands guide.

Brand versus founder

It is worth separating the two clearly: the modern global Lipton is a different entity from the man, but the

through line from his Ceylon estates to the brand is real. This is the same heritage-versus-ownership nuance

our brand pages apply throughout, neither debunking the story nor repeating it credulously.
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How to brew it

Because the UK range is green-heavy, the key rule is water off the boil and a short steep, see how to brew

green tea; boiling water on green is the commonest reason people abandon it. The Earl Grey, being black,

wants the opposite, full boiling water and a proper steep, see the water temperature guide.

Who it is for

Lipton in the UK is for the value-minded everyday green and flavoured drinker, especially iced, see the iced

tea recipes. For a strong British black cuppa, look elsewhere; for affordable, consistent green and a decent

Earl Grey, it earns its place, and the founder story makes it one of the most historic names on the shelf.

In short: Lipton

Aspect Answer

Founder Sir Thomas Lipton, Glasgow grocer, born 1848

Big idea Vertical integration: own Ceylon estates, sell direct

Legacy slogan "Direct from the tea garden to the teapot"

UK range today Value green and flavoured, not strong British black

Value picks Earl Grey, fruit greens, iced

Clear framing Separate the founder from the modern global brand

FROM THE CURATOR

teas · For Lipton as for any brand, compare the price per cup. Loose leaf usually wins; Lipton's

supermarket bags sometimes do too.
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Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag

New Lipton buying guides
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These Lipton comparisons use products currently in the teas.co.uk shop, and each records when the

catalogue was reviewed.

Lipton Fruit and Flavoured Teas Compared

Best Fruit and Herbal Tea Bags UK

Best Flavoured Black Tea Bags UK
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