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British tea brands, in summary: Every British tea brand story, founder and head to head
in one hub: heritage giants, quality-led challengers, and who built them.

The British tea brand landscape looks crowded but is actually a few clear stories: heritage blenders, mass-
market workhorses, and quality-led modern challengers. This hub connects every brand deep dive,
comparison and founder profile so you can choose by what a brand actually stands for.

Last reviewed by the teas.co.uk team in May 2026.

The heritage names

Start with the giants: Yorkshire Tea, Twinings, PG Tips and Tetley. Go deeper on the detail people actually

search: Yorkshire Gold vs Original, Yorkshire Tea hard water, the PG Tips pyramid bag story and the origin
of Earl Grey.

The quality-led challengers

The modern, values-led end: Pukka and what its organic and B Corp badges mean, Teapigs and the truth

about tea temples, Dragonfly, and Clipper, Fairtrade and unbleached bags (with a clear note that we do not
stock it).

Head to head

The comparisons people actually want: Yorkshire vs PG Tips, Tetley vs PG Tips, Pukka vs Teapigs, and the

shopping roundup best British tea bags.

The people who built them

A neutral wiki credits the founders. Read Thomas Twining, Sir Thomas Lipton, Bruce Ginsberg of Dragonfly,

Pole and Westwell of Pukka and Kilby and Cheadle of Teapigs. These link out to the brands’ own sites too,

because a wiki should send you to the source.

The brands in one line each

If you want orientation before clicking through: Yorkshire Tea is the Assam-led strong everyday with a cult
following and a hard-water variant; Twinings is the heritage-premium name with the carefully chosen range,
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from Earl Grey to herbal; PG Tips is the mass-market pyramid-bag brand; Tetley is the lighter, Ceylon-led
affordable mainstay. On the challenger side, Pukka is organic and B Corp, Teapigs is whole-leaf in a
pyramid, Dragonfly is organic single-note herbal, and Clipper is Fairtrade and unbleached. One thing worth
holding across all of them: the name on the box and the company that owns it today are often different, since
most famous British tea is now conglomerate-owned with only a few genuine independents, the ownership
detail being in the UK tea brands tier map.

The landscape as three stories

Tier Names What it stands for
) . . . ) strength, consistency, scale, low per-
Heritage giants Yorkshire, Twinings, PG Tips, Tetley .
cup price
Quality-led ) ) ] ] ]
Pukka, Teapigs, Dragonfly, Clipper organic, B Corp, leaf in a bag, Fairtrade
challengers

Twining, Lipton, Ginsberg, Pukka & Teapigs who built them and why it still shapes

The founders
founders the cup

How to use this hub

Buying by values, not habit: heritage and strength, the giants; organic and certified, Pukka or Dragonfly; leaf
quality in a bag, Teapigs; Fairtrade and plastic-free, Clipper. Each link goes to the full story so you can
decide knowingly rather than by the box you have always bought. Pair it with the at-a-glance UK tea brands

tier map for positioning and ownership, then buy from the full tea shop.

Reference noted

e EFSA: Pesticides in food

FROM THE CURATOR

teas - Free UK delivery starts at £35, which is two or three good bags. Build a small order

rather than a single splurge.

Tea reading

UK tea brands tier map

Best British tea bags

Yorkshire Tea

Twinings
Pukka
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More from the tea wiki

e Green tea

Black tea

Oolong tea
White tea

Herbal tea

Caffeine in tea

How to make tea properly

Loose leaf vs teabag

Earn rewards on Teas.co.uk

Earn loyalty points on every order. Free to join.

+100 pts 100 pts = 1 tree
Create your free account Plant a tree in Scotland
Welcome bonus + earn on every order. Pledge points to our reforestation partner.
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